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2012 Heat-related Illness Surveillance Report

May 21st, 2012
Reporting for 05/29/12 through 09/03
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Geographical and Age Group Distribution of Emergency Department Chief
Complaints Regarding Heat-related Illness for May 27 – September 5, 2011



There were a total of 46 heat-related deaths in Maryland during the summer
of 2012.

Note: The majority of deaths occurred during the Derecho event in early July.

Heat Advisory Criteria: A Heat Advisory is defined as a day where the heat index is values of
105˚F or greater.  Criteria are based on National Weather Service guidelines.1

1
NWS Heat Index Chart: http://www.weather.gov/om/heat/images/heat_index.png
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Note: The results from the query used in ESSENCE to track heat-related illnesses may be an
overestimation of the actual burden of illness related to the hot weather. This overestimation is due to the
nature of the query, which includes the term dehydration, a condition that may be caused by factors other
than heat.
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